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UK Ombud:  Faculty Must Cancel Classes 
in Likely Event of Final Four Appearance
By Jeremiah Stone

LEXINGTON—University 
of Kentucky Academic Om-
bud Lee Edgerton announced 
on Thursday that all classes 
would be cancelled during 
the week of March 29-April 
2 in the likely event that the 
Men’s Basketball team ad-
vances to the Final Four in 
the NCAA Basketball Cham-
pionship Tournament.
 “With all the win-
ning, fabled tradition, party-
ing, and celebration, we felt 
that it would be best not to 
ask students to make a choice 
between basketball and aca-
demics during what is sure 
to be a crucial juncture in the 
semester,” said  Edgerton.  
“There’s simply going to be 
too much happening with the 
basketball program for our 
students to focus.”
 The announcement, 
which reached university 
faculty by e mail earlier to-
day, came to pass, some in-
siders think, because of a 
long-standing collaboration 
between the University of 
Kentucky Athletics Associa-
tion and the general student 
body.  Now, it appears that 
the Office of the Academic 
Ombud is on board with stu-
dents, who say they can’t 
study and enjoy basketball at 
the same time.
 “This is such a re-
lief,” said William Madison, 
a sophomore Mechanical En-
gineering major from Lon-
don, Ky.  “I was planning 
on skipping classes anyway, 
and I was worried that my 
grade would take a hit.  But 
we haven’t been to the Final 
Four since the early days of 
Tubby.  Go Cats!”

 News of the Ombud’s 
class cancellation did not sit 
well with everyone.  Many 
university faculty members 
feel as if the fundamental 
boundary line between ath-
letic fervor and academic 
rigor has been violated.
 “We won’t cancel 
class for bad weather, but 
we will cancel class for bas-
ketball?  I don’t think I can 
readjust my syllabus on such 
short notice,” said Sarah 
Tyger, Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology.
 “This is really going 
to strain my course trajec-
tory,” said Marc Sumers, a 
history professor.  “I’ll just 
have to whistle while I work, 
I guess.”
 By agreeing to can-
cel classes upon its men’s 
basketball team advancing to 
the Final Four, the Univer-
sity would join an increasing 
trend, in which public insti-
tutions that otherwise func-
tion in accordance with the 
rules of “real life” shut down 
operations to celebrate suc-
cess in sports.  After winning 
the Super Bowl in February 
2010, New Orleans cancelled 
its public school sessions so 
parents and teachers alike 
could hold carnival in the 
streets and not have to deal 
with a hangover the next day.
 “The fact that our 
teaching faculty is willing 
to make such a crucial sacri-
fice for the sake of basketball 
means so much to our team,” 
said Head Basketball Coach 
John Calipari.  “We all know 
that old saying of ‘don’t let 
classes get in the way of your 
education.’  Well this is what 
I’m talking about.”
 According to the Uni-

versity of Kentucky web site, 
the Academic Ombud exists 
to “investigate grievances or 
complaints,” “develop solu-
tions to problems where no 
clear procedure exists,” and 
“recommends changes to im-
prove teaching and learning 
processes.”
 “In short, I see myself 
as an advocate for the stu-
dents,” said Edgerton.  “No 
clear policy exists on what 
to do if UK makes the Final 
Four because this hasn’t hap-
pened in over ten years.”
 UK students hailed 
Edgerton as a prophet and 
hero.  “This is what we need,” 
said Madison.

Coach Cal Publicly Denounces “Jersey Shore” as Xenophobic

By Jeremiah Stone

LEXINGTON—University 
of Kentucky Men’s Basket-
ball Head Coach John Cala-
pari held a press conference 
on Tuesday to denounce pub-
licly the Viacom-MTV hit re-
ality show, Jersey Shore.   
 College basketball’s 
literati had expected an an-
nouncement from Calipari 
since the show premiered in 
December, 2009.
 “I refuse to condone 
the harmful and xenophobic 
exploitation of Italian Ameri-
cans that we’ve seen on the 
unfortunately-titled show, 
Jersey Shore,” said Calipari.  
“Particularly abominable is 
the term ‘guido.’”  
 Calipari, who moved 
to Lexington and gained in-
stant celebrity status in 2009, 
hails from suburban Pitts-
burgh, Pa., but he has been 
closely associated with New 
Jersey and Italian Pride since 
his stint as a head coach and 
VP of Basketball Operations 
with the NBA’s New Jer-
sey Nets.  Calipari is also a 
member of the National Ital-
ian American Sports Hall of 
Fame.

 “I know I stand for 
many Italian Americans when 
I affirm that not all parts of 
the Shore resemble the trash 
MTV is putting on the air,” 
said Calipari during an im-
passioned talk at the Joe Craft 
Center.  “And for the record, 
I am not a guido,” the coach 
continued.
 MTV’s Jersey Shore 
has drawn ire from Italian 
Americans and New Jersey 
politicians alike in recent 
months.  The show depicts 
several co-ed drifters, evi-
dently of Italian background 
and scant education, who rent 
a party house in Seaside, get 
wasted, and start fights with 
other guys.  MTV producers 
have defended the series as 
an important foray into ste-
roid culture.
 “I’ve been playing for 
coach all season now, and I 
can’t say that I’ve ever seen 
him go through the whole 
GTL routine,” said freshman 
point guard Eric Bledsoe.
 “GTL” is an acronym 
for the guido ritual—gym, 
tan, and laundry.  Calipari 
denied reports that he owns a 
tanning booth in his house.
 “The fact of the mat-
ter remains that we could not 

be where we are as a nation 
and a society without the 
valuable contribution of Ital-
ian Americans,” said Calipa-
ri.
 Since the series fina-
le in January, the cast of the 
Jersey Shore has gained in-
stant celebrity status.
 “I am disappointed 
that Coach Calipari has ex-
pressed such hatred toward 
the show,” said Paul DelVec-
chio, who assumed the moni-
ker “DJ Pauly D” on the 
show.  “We want to embrace 
the coach as one of our own.”

University of Kentucky Academic Ombud Lee Edgerton became the man of the hour 
this Thursday when he announced that the university would cancel all classes during 
the week of March 29-April 2 if and when the Wildcats reach the Final Four of the 
NCAA Championship tournament.  “We as faculty and educators must meet students 
in the middle,” said Edgerton.  “We haven’t been to the Final Four in a long time.”

University of Kentucky Coach John Calipari (L) sat down with Lexington media to ex-
plain his stance on Jersey Shore.  “I want to be clear about this,” said Calipari.  Several 
members of the Jersey Shore cast (R) could not be reached for comment.

Inside: The Colonel’s 2010 Final 
Four Coverage for the Petulant Fan

It’s been too long! 

We must win.
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Beltway Middle-School Teacher Thinks All Her 
Students Have Something in Common 

By Jeremiah Stone

WOODBRIDGE, Va.—
Fairfax County Elemen-
tary School Teacher Jeanine 
Windstrom often feels like 
all of her fifth grade students 
have something in common.
 “I can’t help but to 
notice a striking resemblance 
between all of my students,” 
Mrs. Windstrom said.  “It’s 
as if they all come from the 
same gene pool.”
 Mrs. Windstrom’s 
class gained national atten-
tion earlier this week when 
an angry parent suggest-
ed that every student may 
have been sired by the for-
mer President of the United 
States, Bill Clinton.  The 
parent speculated that any 
illegitimate children belong-
ing to the Clinton legacy 
may have been conceived 
while the President lived and 
worked in Washington.
 “We all know about 
Clinton’s legendary exploits 
during the mid-late 1990s.  
It’s quite possible that there 
are many other miniature Bill 
Clinton’s running around out 
there,” said a parent of Belt-
way Elementary School who 
did not wish to be identified 
for obvious reasons.
 Clinton tarnished his 
reputation when he was im-
peached in 1999 after having 
lied under oath and denied 
having a sexual relationship 
with White House Intern 
Monica Lewinsky.
 “I did not have sex 
with that woman, Ms. Le-
winsky,” Clinton famously 
said.

 Clinton later would 
address his infelicities in a 
bestselling autobiography, 
which concluded with his lik-
ening his spiritual perception 
to St. Paul’s mirror through 
which we see dimly.
 Now, it would seem 
that if the Clinton-Lewinsky 
tryst never fully materialized, 
there’s at least a classroom’s 
worth of other relationships 
that did consummate accord-
ing to more procreative stan-
dards.
 President Clinton’s 
wife and current Secretary 
of the State Hillary Clinton 
could not be reached for com-
ment.
 “The upside to this 
scenario is that there’s a great 
deal of continuity to our class-
room activities,” said Mrs. 
Windstrom.  “It’s almost like 
we’re one big happy family.”

Entire Johnson Center Covered in Fathead
“Use it or lose it” ethic guides retirement spread for the young
By Jeremiah Stone

LEXINGTON—UK students 
who returned from Winter 
Break were stunned to find 
that the Bernard Johnson 
Center, the primary recre-
ational facility on campus, 
had been covered in an en-
tire fathead.  Ornate murals 
that entice jingoistic loyalty 
to UK Athletics now cover 
every possible area of wall 
space.
 “When I get ready to 
climb the stairs to the second 
floor, I look up and see John 
Wall mythically climbing the 
ladder, and it makes me so 
inspired that I can’t help but 
to put in my best workout,” 
said Sarah Miller, a Johnson 
Center participant.  “I just get 
this feeling inside of me that  
I can’t describe.”
 Campus Recreation 
personnel declined comment 
when asked to provide the 
cost of the Johnson Center’s 
face lift, but they indicated 
that some funds that were 
“burning a hole in their pock-
et.” 
 “Every year the John-
son Center and Campus 
Recreation each get a fixed 
amount of money via student 
fees,” said Beth Atnip.  “It’s 
kind of an ‘use it or lose it’ 
scenario.  So we decided to 
go all out.  Flat screens, fat-
heads, the works.”
 Johnson Center par-

ticipants were delighted to 
see the walls bestowed with 
images of Kentucky’s past. 
Pitino in a mid 1990s parade. 
 “It makes me think 
back to those good years 
when we were winning 
championships and stay-
ing out of trouble with the 
NCAA,” said Walter Beller-
mine, a Johnson Center par-
ticipant.
 A Fathead is a remov-
able decal that has become 
popular recently.
 “It’s better than a 
poster,” said a spokesperson 
from the Fathead corporate 
headquarters.  “We’d like to 
thank the University of Ken-
tucky and the Johnson Center 
for the patronage.”
 Atnip declined com-
ment when asked how much 
the Fathead images cost.

UK Admissions 
Tour Guide 
Fired in Wake 
of Sabotage 
Accusations

Jeanine Windstrom’s fifth grade class at Beltway Elementary School in Woodbridge, 
Va., seems to have something in common.

Lexington Sisters Cherish 
Season Tickets at Rupp Arena

By Jeremiah Stone

LEXINGTON—Although she 
has served as an ambassador 
for educational equity, Lindsay 
York, a Senior Nursing major 
and tour guide for the Uni-
versity of Kentucky Office of 
Admissions, has been fired in 
the wake of accusations that 
she sabotaged the university.
 “Ms. York will no 
longer be on staff with our 
admissions operations, said 
Buzz Burnham, Director of 
Undergraduate Admissions said 
in a statement that was released 
Tuesday.  “We find reports of 
her slander to be unaccept-
able.”
 According to Jim and 
Rita Blevins, who were visiting 
UK with their daughter Nancy 
Blevins, York shared some 
incredibly unsavory things 
about the university, and about 
the increasing decline of higher 
education in general.
 “We’ve been thinking 
about sending our daughter to 
UK, and when our tour guide 
walked us around camps, she 
opened my eyes to the fact that 
our tuition dollars would do 
nothing but fuel a worthless 
and cumbersome bureaucracy,” 
said Jim Blevens.
 York was not shy about 
contacting the media after she 
learned of her termination. 
 “I just got sick of 
propagating lies about the uni-
versity and the undergraduate 
experience,” said York.  “Every 
time we went to the William T. 
Young Library, I was instructed 
to rattle off the same platitudes 
about our impressive space and 
the fact that we have the sec-
ond largest book endowment in 
the nation.”
 York said that her con-
science compelled her to speak 
more prophetically about the 
University of Kentucky experi-
ence.
 “When we take groups 
of potential students and their 
parents to the Johnson Center, 
we need to stop pretending that 
a college campus is like a re-
tirement spread for children of 
upper-middle class elite,” said 
York.  “Instead of pretending 
that the UK basketball lottery 
and the Johnson Center are the 
twin apexes of an undergradu-
ate education, we need to take 
them to Patterson Office Tower 
and open up some of those 
posh corner offices, which now 
have cobwebs in them because 
their occupants have been 
absent on research leave rather 
than teaching.”
 York explained that 
she did in fact “go off script” 
when giving admissions tours, 
but she always felt that parents 
were grateful and left better 
able to make informed deci-
sions about where to send their 
kids to college.
 “I took my tours 
through the parking lot of the 
Boone Center, and I explained 
that although they’d never be 
able to partake of this facility, 
they could rest assured that 
their money would be support-
ing it,” said York.
 “I’m just glad we had 
a straight shooter, to guide us” 
Blevins said.  

 “When we’re playing 
an in-conference game, I like 
to wear my blue sweater with 
white paw prints,” said Billie 
Powell.  “Mary likes to wear 
her UK socks, which she won 
at a benefit auction hosted by 
Joe B. Hall.
 “We’ve seen it all,” 
said Mary Powell.  “But we 
just love our Cats.  We’ve 
never missed a game, and we 
probably never will.”
 Both Powells say that 
the special passion from the 
fans in Rupp Arena and the 
sense of community they 
feel there keeps them coming 
back game after game.
 “Go Cats,” the sisters 
said.

By Jeremiah Stone

LEXINGTON—Ever since 
Rupp Arena opened, Mary 
and Billie Powell, each in 
their fifties, haven’t missed a 
single UK Men’s Basketball 
game.
 “We love our wild-
cats, and we love our seats 
in the upper deck of Rupp,” 
said Powell.  “We take this 
seriously.”
 The sisters, both of 
whom have remained unmar-
ried because they’ve worried 
that a marriage might cause 
them to miss a basketball 
game, explain that they coor-
dinate their game-day ward-
robe with the Cats’ opponent.

Over 500,000 
people use 
the Johnson 
Center each 
year.  From the 
perspective of 
Campus Recre-
ation staffers, 
the Fatheads 
were essential.
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A Shameful Plug for a Web 
TV Show Like Flight of the 
Concords

I am a UK alumni who 
now lives in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia. 

My production company 
has just finished the first sea-
son of a web series that might 
be of interest to your readers 
at The Colonel. It’s called 
“Copy & Pastry” (www.
copynpastry.com) and it fea-
tures around thirty San Fran-
cisco bay area actors. It has 
started to gain some traction 
around the Bay Area; we’ve 
agreed to have the show aired 
on television in S.F. and have 
received some great press 
(East Bay Express).

We’d be thrilled if you 
saw fit to include mention of 
the show in the paper or on 
your website. And of course 
if you have any questions, 
etc. please don’t think twice 
to holler at us.

Thanks for the time and 
the consideration. We hope 
you like the show.

Tory Stanton, 
Berkeley, CA

An Open Letter to the UK 
Board of Trustees

Greetings. My name is 
Paul S. Kobar and I am a 
proud alumnus of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. I write 
to you with a proposition.

I would like to offer the 
University up to $5 million 
to update the UK Chemistry 
Department laboratory facili-
ties. All I ask in exchange is 
that the building be renamed 
with the name of my product 
in its title.

You see, I am a business-
man, and I have made my 
fortune producing and dis-
tributing valuable commodi-
ties on the free market. We in 

the industry call them “rec-
reational mood-enhancers”, 
but they are more common-
ly known as “cocaine” and 
“heroin”.

I, and my company, are 
great supporters of the sci-
ences. (Perhaps my firm and 
the re-christened “Cocaine 
Chemistry Department” 
may collaborate on a joint 
research project in the near 
future?) When we saw the 
headlines about the Wildcat 
Coal Lodge (great name, by 
the way!) and realized that 
the University was auction-
ing off the names of build-
ings on our historic campus, 
we just knew that we had to 
jump at the opportunity.

I believe we have made, 
as they say, an offer that you 
cannot refuse. Please contact 
me to discuss details.  

Paul S. Kobar
CEO, Cocaine Chemistry 
Department

Not in Our House, Colonel

The Colonel was placed 
in WTYL without prior ap-
proval from library adminis-
tration. The url for the policy 
on distribution of publica-
tions is http://www.uky.edu/
PR/publication_polilcy.html.  
If you wish to place the publi-
cation in the building, please 
follow the procedures in the 
policy.

Pat Wilson
Associate Dean, Access and 
Delivery, University of Ken-
tucky Libraries

The Colonel editors respond:  

We disagree with your cen-
sorship, but we’re glad that 
you liked our publication.  
We’ll continue our high qual-
ity news coverage.

UK Fans Should Maintain 
Perspective When Team Loses

 UK has enjoyed one of 
the great basketball seasons 
on record.  John Wall has 
consistently bailed out the 
team with stellar defense 
and  a great ability to drive 
to the hoop.

However, Lexington 
fans shouldn’t get too up-
set when the team loses in 
the tournament.  It’s just not 
worth it.  UK has proven it-
self to be susceptible to an 
upset all season long.  They 
can’t shoot from three-point 
range, and they just don’t 
seem to have the heart and 
maturity to takes to win 
against elite competition.  

Don’t get us wrong.  We 
think it would be great if 

UK were to win the tourna-
ment, but it’s just not go-
ing to happen.  So don’t get 
mad now.  We don’t need ten 
more years of brooding over 
this season, another deposed 
coach, and another belea-
guered fan base like the one 
we saw after the 1992 Duke 
loss.

The fact still remains 
that no matter what happens 
in the tourney, Lexington 
and the University of Ken-
tucky will still face signifi-
cant problems.  We live in 
a state with pervasive coal 
mining, which destroys our 
natural and social fabric.  
We attend a university that 
continues to short-change its 

students with ill-conceived 
curriculum and misappropri-
ated funding.  And we, most 
importantly, live in a state 
that could potentially elect 
Trey Greyson as our State 
Senator.

So the moral of the sto-
ry?  Don’t get too emotion-
ally invested in the Cats.  
Channel that passion and al-
legiance to Big Blue Nation 
and redirect it to addressing 
the systemic evil that hap-
pens right under our noses 
every day.

If we don’t, we’ll just 
set ourselves up for another 
dissatisfied off-season, in 
which we continue to chase 
basketball success.

 We regret to inform 
you that this is the final 
print copy of The Colonel, 
at least as far as we know.  
Our benefactors, the Center 
for American Progress, have 
been reeling after the Demo-
crats’ humiliating defeat in 
the Massachusetts state Sen-
ate race.  
 The Center for Amer-
ican Progress dumped mil-
lions of dollars into that hot-
ly-contested election, only to 
see Republican Scott Brown 
take the seat.  It’s been a bad 
year for this liberal think-
tank.  After casually tossing 
all of its proverbial eggs into 
President Barack Obama’s 
basket and refusing to hold 
him accountable for any of 

his actions, the Center’s gen-
eral budget became depleted.  
Staffers decided to slash 
funds earmarked to Campus 
Progress, a division of the 
Center that supported a grass 
roots network of progres-
sive publications on college 
campuses.
 Have no fear though.  
The Colonel will continue to 
publish in an online format.  
We may return someday, but 
until we do, get connected 
with our online media.  Or 
better yet, write a letter to 
the Center for American 
Progress, and tell them that 
their decision to revoke 
funding may result in Ken-
tucky’s downward spiral into 
mediocrity.

Downtown-Area Lexington Side Street 
Reaches Neoliberal Capacity

By Jeremiah Stone

LEXINGTON— Sam 
Smith, a day trader from New 
York who recently relocated 
to Lexington, was shocked to 
learn that the downtown ar-
ea’s most trending side street 
has reached its neoliberal ca-
pacity.  Quaint or authentic 
houses in this neighborhood 
may be hard to come by at a 
good price.

“I wanted to buy one of 
those nice brownstones on 
Jackson, but that street’s al-
most completely rehabilitat-
ed,” said Smith.  “I just don’t 
see any way to get in on the 
community.”

After much property 
searching and neighborhood 
analysis, Smith told The Col-
onel that he may have to rent a 
townhouse in one of Lexing-
ton’s several gated communi-
ties until he can locate some-
thing more “authentic.”

“Jackson Street really has 
what I’m looking for, but it 
looks like I’m a day late and 
a dollar short,” said Smith.  
“There just aren’t any more 
derelict stone houses with 
a lot of potential anymore.  
Those days are gone.”

The street of which Smith 
speaks, Jackson, boasts one of 
the great turn-around stories 
in Lexington’s recent histo-
ry.  Riddled by crime, plum-
meting property values, drug 
trade, and squatters, Jackson 
Street became a pariah for 
local city planners.  LFUCG 
had even anticipated buy-

ing the street’s 16 properties, 
razing them, and then selling 
the land to Windstream Com-
munications at a price that 
one council member called a 
“steep discount.”

Then local real estate 
speculator Kim Foamstock, 
who owns scores of properties 
in Lexington and has flipped 
many of them, intervened.

“I just saw a lot of po-
tential in that street,” said 
Foamstock.  “I could tell im-
mediately with a little bit of 
care and a few trips to Home 
Depot, these houses would be 
highly desirable to Lexing-
ton’s new educated elite.”

Now, all Smith can do 
is wonder what would have 
happened if he were more 
proactive in his living and ca-
reer plans.  He has contacted 
other  young, spry neoliberal 
families to see if any more 
neighborhoods in the down-
town area could also become 
a place for him.

“These neoliberals are 
here to stay, and they are not 
moving” said Smith.  “But 
there may be other neighbor-
hoods with potential out there.  
For now, I guess there’s noth-
ing left to do but read some 
Michael Pollan and stake out 
tennis partners.” 

Letters to the Editor, and to 
Other People as Well

To apply for any of these positions, please contact
The Colonel staff today at:

ukcolonel@gmail.com

Available Positions
Writers
Online Content Managers
Photo Editors

Guest Essayists
Photographers
Sages
Consultants

Properties with potential could be hard to find, says local real estate agent.

Jackson Street, an oasis in a near-downtown neighbor-
hood with a lot of potential, is nearing neoliberal capacity.

Colonel to Suspend 
Print Publication
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Young Library Computer Log-in Program a 
Smashing Success in Warding off Homeless

Lexington Mayoral Debate 
Marred by Idealism

Industrious TA Buys Scan-
Tron to Grade Essays

Clark Clarkson, an over-
burdened TA in the Depart-
ment of English, announced 
that he has purchased “Essay 
Scan,” an innovative prod-
uct from Bedford St. Mar-
tin’s Publishers.  The essay 
scan technology will allow 
Clarkson to filter the stacks 
of essays he receives in his 
English 104 sections into a 
machine.

“Grading used to be such 
a drawback and a huge time-
suck,” said Clarkson.  “Now, 
I have just about as much 
free time as TAs in other dis-
ciplines, especially those that 

teach discussion group sec-
tions in larger lectures.

Bedford St. Martin’s 
representatives said that the 
company’s entrance into the 
composition products market 
is a watershed moment.

“Up until now, we’ve 
done nothing but sell text-
books, which ultimately 
do nothing but create more 
work for students and faculty 
alike.  Now, we’ve got a true 
efficiency machine on our 
hands.”

Clarkson said that he can 
now grade 200 essays per day 
with the Essay Scan product.

University of Kentucky 
Interim Dean of Libraries 
Terry Birdwhistell has an-
nounced that recent changes 
to the computer log-on for-
mat in the William T. Young 
Library has been very effec-
tive in warding off homeless 
people.

“We used to have low-
lifes come in off of the streets 
and camp out at the most ad-
vantageous computers in the 
building,” said Birdwhistell.  
“Students were having some 
difficulties gaining access to 
their Facebook accounts at 
times, so we felt like we had 

to make a change.”
Staring in early 2010, 

many computers in the 
Young Library (and several 
other campus libraries) were 
established to require an Ac-
tive Directory log-in and 
password to access them.

“This has really lit a fire 
under me,” said Norm Max-
well, a person who is cur-
rently experiencing  home-
lessness in Lexington.  “I 
have to get in the library first 
thing in the morning to get 
access to a computer.”

Birdwhistell says that 
it remains the policy of the 

UK library system to foster 
an open environment, but 
she claims that the change 
has been helpful.

“There have been far 
less homeless people idling 
in the library,” Birdwhistell 
said.

In Lexington, almost 
2000 people are believed to 
be homeless.  For many of 
them, the library is a popular 
destination to connect with 
society.

“I check my e mail, look 
for jobs, chat with friends, 
and read books,” said Max-
well. 

It’s early in the 2010 elec-
tion cycle, but the mayoral 
contest in  Lexington, Ky. is 
already heating up. 

Last week, witnesses 
reported public displays of 
high-minded idealism at a 
Digital Democracy forum, 
which featured a debate be-
tween the primary candi-
dates.

“People keep talking 
about how Lexington needs 
to ‘reach its full potential,’ 
said Harold Comber, a long-
time supporter of the Lexing-
ton Art League.  “The truth 

UK Administrators Award Wildcat Lodge 
to University Peace Studies Program

of the matter is that this lan-
guage means nothing.”

The forum, which took 
place before an audience of 
about 100 people, featured 
pontifications by Jim Grey, 
incumbent Mayor Jim New-
berry, and former Lexington 
mayor Theresa Isaacs.

“The only way Lexington 
will reach its full potential is 
if we have all the amenities 
and comforts of modern cit-
ies,” said Newberry.

When asked about the 
potential in question, New-
berry declined comment.

The University of Ken-
tucky Athletics Association 
announced this week that it 
would be vacating the fabled 
Cats Den, where members of 
the Men’s Basketball team 
reside while they are in col-
lege.

The Den will immediate-
ly be used to house students 
of many faith backgrounds 
and national identities who 
wish to form community and 
study peace.

“We are very grateful to 
the Athletics Association and 
to coach John Calipari for 

this generous gift,” said Uni-
versity of Kentucky Assistant 
Provost Richard B. Greiss-
man.

Greissman has been in-
strumental in pioneering the 
concept of a “Peace House” 
on UK’s campus.  

“We spend so much time 
focusing on war, and we ac-
cept when our leaders perpet-
uate violence,” said Gross-
man.

Under the new plan, the 
Cats Den will become a safe 
haven where students can 
enjoy luxurious housing and 

take seriously what it means 
to pursue peace in our nation.

“Just thinking about the 
chance to live in the same 
place where John Wall used 
to live is incentive enough,” 
said Jason Gill, a politi-
cal science major who has 
expressed interest in peace 
studies.

“This makes my deci-
sion final,” said UK star John 
Wall.  “If I can’t live in the 
den next year, I’m heading 
off to play in the NBA.”

The Cats Den is located 
across from Memorial Hall.

University of Kentucky Opportunity Hire Denied Job Offer after Casual Comment 
During Campus Visit   Frankenberger:  “I was speaking figuratively.”

By Shirley U. Jest

LEXINGTON—Sometimes 
an off-the-cuff comment is 
exactly what the doctor did 
not order.  Just ask  James 
Frankenberger.
 According to Univer-
sity of Kentucky Professor 
of Sociology Dwight Fill-
ings, the Department decid-
ed not to extend a job offer 
to opportunity hire candidate 
Frankenberger after he told 
several graduate students in 
the department that he was 
looking forward to working 
with them and that he’d ‘kill 
for tenure.’

h t t p : / / w w w. t w i t t e r. c o m / u k c o l o n e l

Fo l l o w  u s  o n  Tw i t t e r  -  Yo u   w o n’ t   r e g r e t  i t

 In light of the tragic 
events at the University of 
Alabama, Huntsville, we 
simply cannot accept Fran-
kenberger or proceed with 
the hiring decision,” said 
Fillings.
 In February, Assistant 
Professor of Biology Amy 
Bishop was arrested after 
shooting and killing three of 
her colleagues.  Bishop was 
angry that she had been de-
nied tenure.
 Befuddled, the frus-
trated Frankenberger told 
various media outlets that he 
never meant what he said.
 “When I said that I’d 

kill for tenure, I didn’t mean 
that I’d literally kill for ten-
ure,” said Frankenberger.
 The much-travelled 
professor of Sociology has 
an impeccable scholarly re-
cord in his young academic 
career.  Still, Fillings said 
he represented the majority 
opinion in the department in 
that he didn’t want to take 
any chances.
 “You just can’t say 
stuff like that anymore,” said 
Fillings. “I don’t care how 
hard it is to get tenure nowa-
days.  Clearly, words do ma-
ter.”

James Frankenberger, a candidate for a 
position in the Department of Sociology, 
was turned down after his uncouth re-
marks.


